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Abstract:

This paper endeavors to illuminate the manifestation of
linguistic register in Arabic lexicography, with the
Oxford Arabic Dictionary serving as a prime exemplar. It
thus seeks to answer the following research question:
How do the characteristics of linguistic register
materialize practically in Arabic dictionaries, and to what
extent is the concept of language register embodied
within the Oxford Arabic Dictionary specifically? The
significance of this topic lies in its focus on a
fundamental facet of sociolinguistics, a field that
examines language through a social lens. This discipline
asserts that the meanings, connotations, and styles of
language vocabulary are contingent upon the social
contexts and classes in which they are employed. The
study, grounded in the analytical-critical approach, is
partitioned into three main sections. Initially, it provides
a theoretical framework that elucidates the concept of
language register in the Western context, as interpreted
by ancient Arab linguists, and in contemporary Arabic
lexicography. Subsequently, it underscores the absence
of lexical registration in both "Al-mu ‘jam al-wasit" and
"Al-mu jam  al-‘arabiyy al-asasiyy.”" Ultimately, it
scrutinizes the methodology of the Oxford Arabic
Dictionary in addressing this phenomenon and the degree
of its adherence to this approach. This comprehensive
exploration contributes to our understanding of the
interplay between sociolinguistics and lexicography in
the context of the Arabic language.
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sl LA ke y
Colloqg (2,4 asle colloquial
Dialect (2£Y1) 21 dialect

Euph ilals Euphemistic

Fig {ls figurative
Fml ) formal
Hum e humorous
Infml & informal
Litr 2ol literary
Offensive Cngs offensive
Old use £ plasenn| old usage
Pej ely3)) pejorative
Sl WBsw dnd slang
Vulg - vulgar

28T mme (3 L5l o 5y 1(1) Jgad
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woreadl 01 3] ) Sz VIS gl enil) o Y Lt Uy
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(1) See: T. Arts, “Oxford Arabic dictionary: Arabic- English, English-
Arabic”. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), xix.
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)(dishonorable man)

535S T e (3 gy el SR (2) Jgadd

(1) See: T. Arts, “Oxford Arabic dictionary: Arabic- English, English
Arabic”. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014). pp. 544, 798
753, 565 , 682, 890.
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G B ) wlo) "BRe 3 maly s LS Al ol ) e,
dlshonorable Man sx o A peastl & anell Sl e
WS (3 e 2SN O o amall 3 35 Lo e pIMP oliak Gl
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Gt B Sl "ale’y Medn Sl L DY canls gl
s ol o Bl 3 B2 Bl Sl e Wlexid ey
Jae @ "Guy” alds O e & el Ll (3 sl aelas Yl
5arall o sl e 3 "Whore" ('Prostitute’s "zl
S )l (3 SLdSN 0ds oall Bl ey (OVsadl 0dd Slitias
Dz Y1 2l & ool sl U] ozt BT e s ane

S o ool upuu 23
o (o) Ssrndd ] Gl @LEY) ol il Of walal 3 ) ey

"oy o e ad" Bl as & peadl 2 ) exass Lgj,,m
il iy U] Bgmal) ods e mall g 180y Bagnal a3 B
hea) s Wal slowe WY1 108 OY s e L Bylead) ey

Bl G3e pe Bl el 3 Gl o)’ Lgpae At des (el e (1)
A9 "ol 5l

(2) See: T. Arts, “Oxford Arabic dictionary”, 1265.

(3) See: ibid, xix.
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