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Abstract:
This study aims to examine kinship terms in Classical Arabic
and Biblical Hebrew, highlighting similarities and differences in
their semantic usage, and clarifying the role of sacred texts in
preserving these terms. The research adopts a comparative
semantic approach through the analysis of selected examples
from the Qur’an and the Old Testament, supported by linguistic
tables and comparative analysis. The study reveals that the basic
kinship terms share common Semitic roots, such as: ’4b/ 2%
(father), Umm/ aX(mother), Ibn/ 12 (son), Bint/ na(daughter).
Differences emerge in the domains of specification and
generalization: Classical Arabic distinguishes between ‘Amm
(paternal uncle) and Khal (maternal uncle), whereas Biblical

Hebrew merges them under a single term (Dod). The texts also
demonstrate metaphorical usages, such as spiritual fatherhood
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and faith-based brotherhood.The research confirms that the
semantic field of kinship reflects the social and cultural
worldview of ancient Arab and Hebrew societies, and that sacred
texts played a decisive role in preserving these terms and
enriching their meanings.
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