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Abstract

Emanating from its general objectives, capacity stands as one of the
key landmarks of Islam. Legal competence — in all divine revelations—
is dependent on this focal aspect. Yet, preceding nations rebelled; thus,
putting themselves in difficulty and hardship. Conversely, Islam is
integrated into human nature, whereby this blessed nation of Muslims
suffers neither difficulty nor hardship. In that way, observing
obligation corresponds to one’s capacity. In fact, this is an established
norm of Islamic Shari‘ah. In this regard, the Qur’an spreads out
exemplary verses pinpointing this concept. For example, Allah, the
Almighty, says: “Allah does not burden any soul beyond its
capacity”’[Al-Baqarah: 286]. Also, Allah says: “So be mindful of Allah
to the best of your ability” At- Taghabun: 16]. On the other hand, the
Sunnah of the Prophet (4) has established its rules. The Prophet ()
said: “But when I command you to do anything, obey it as much as
you can”. He (#) gave more details by saying, “Pray standing and if
you are unable, pray sitting and if you cannot, pray lying on your side,
[otherwise pray by signs]". The Islamic Shari‘ah aims to help man
maintain balance and moderation and to refine man rather than abuse
him them. Hence, the legal maxim reads: “Inability incurs no
obligation”. Scholars unanimously agree on ability as a requirement
for legal competence. Islam gives ample concessions to capacity-
impaired persons; which is solely unique to Islam. The general purpose
of Al-Sharia is to secure people’s interest in life. Therefore, Muslim
Scholars came out with a General Rule stating: (hardship brings ease),
which provides a direct proof for removing hardship in Islamic law,
and that “Inability incurs no obligation”. Capacity is a cornerstone of
Islam. It is an integral part of pure human nature, a flagship of mercy
and ease. Capacity has its deep roots in Islam, its rulings and directives.
All these key themes will be explained in details in this paper.
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