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Abstract:

This study examines Imam al-Darimi's methodology in his book
of inquiries to his teacher Yahya ibn Ma‘in, one of the prominent
scholars of narrator criticism (al-jarh wa-al-ta ‘dil). The
significance of this research lies in both the teacher and student
being prominent hadith critics, making understanding their
methodology essential for comprehending their evaluations of
narrators. The study employs both inductive and analytical
approaches, surveying all narrators mentioned in the book and
analyzing al-Darimi's statements regarding his agreement with
or commentary on his teacher's assessments. The findings reveal
diversity in al-Darimi's methods of questioning about narrators'
status and demonstrate his scholarly independence through his
varied positions on his teacher's statements, whether in
agreement, disagreement, or silence. The study also illuminates
his approach to narrator biographies, his method of comparing
their levels, and the forms of Ibn Ma ‘in's evaluations that he
transmitted. The research recommends further investigation into
hadith scholars' critical methodologies and their approaches to
engaging with their teachers' evaluations in narrator criticism,
particularly in books of inquiries (su’alat) that represent a
unique approach in hadith criticism.
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