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Abstract:

This research examines the phenomenon of Qur'anic surah
nomenclature as evidenced in manuscript tradition, analyzing
the diversity of titular designations and their correspondence
with transmitted scholarly narratives. The study interrogates the
epistemological authority of manuscript-attested surah
appellations, questioning whether codices can serve as primary
documentation for establishing canonical surah nomenclature
within the Qur'anic sciences. The investigation addresses a
fundamental scholarly inquiry: What hermeneutical and
codicological value emerges from examining surah designations
as preserved in manuscript tradition? Various subsidiary
questions emanate from this central problematic, interwoven
throughout the research. The study methodically investigates the
textual provenance of surah nomenclature, examining the
theological question of whether such designations are tawgqifi
(divinely ordained) or ijtihadi (derived through scholarly
consensus). The research taxonomically categorizes surah
nomenclature into two principal classifications: those with
multiple attested designations and those with singular
nomenclature. Following comprehensive analysis of thirty-eight
Qur'anic manuscripts, the study concludes that manuscript
evidence constitutes a primary and authoritative source for
authenticating Qur'anic surah nomenclature. The research
advocates for enhanced scholarly engagement with manuscript
tradition in documenting matters pertaining to ‘ilm al-masahif
(the science of Qur'anic codices) and al-girda at al-Qur'aniyyah
(Qur'anic recitations).
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