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Abstract:

A proper understanding of the science of hadith is contingent
upon a clear grasp of its essential nature, its defining
characteristics, domains, and the ways it is distinguished from
other Islamic sciences. No meaningful study of any discipline
can begin without first identifying its identity and situating it
within the broader framework of the Islamic sciences. A
comprehensive approach to hadith studies, therefore, must be
grounded in an awareness of its conceptual foundations, which
serve as a necessary entry point into its intricate details.
Understanding the identity of this science also aids in
conceptualizing its purpose, scope, and the major thematic
divisions that constitute its structure. These elements, far from
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being isolated, are interrelated and mutually influential. Thus, in
examining the essence of hadith science, one must concurrently
consider its functions, as they illuminate and shape the analytical
approach. Likewise, when addressing the arrangement of its
topics in works on mustalah al-hadith (hadith terminology), one
is inevitably led to confront the historical and intellectual
challenges that gave rise to its formalization. A student cannot
truly comprehend this discipline without engaging with these
foundational aspects. Ignoring them leads to misdirection and a
failure to attain the central aim of hadith study: the cultivation
of a critical evaluative capacity in hadith analysis. This study
thus seeks to analyze the science of hadith by exploring its
essence, functions, and structural components, with particular
attention to the role of early hadith scholars in organizing its
thematic divisions.
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Keywords: Hadith Science, Nature, Subject Matter, Structuring
of Discourses
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