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Abstract:
Researching the foundational functions of scientific disciplines,
tracking the trajectory of their development, and uncovering the
underlying purposes that govern their authorship represent some
of the most effective approaches to forming an accurate
understanding of a science. Such inquiry offers a precise
evaluative framework by which the discipline’s core features can
be discerned, distinguishing the authentic from the extraneous

and separating primary functions from subsidiary ones.
However, attaining this level of clarity requires a methodical
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examination of the discipline within its foundational contexts
and primary sources. Overlooking these sources may result in
conceptual confusion and misinterpretation, and failing to
account for them may lead to involvement in debates that
ultimately obscure the discipline’s original objectives. The
science of hadith is no exception to this principle. As one of the
disciplines dedicated to serving the Prophetic tradition, its
functions were shaped by the challenges and methodological
concerns that accompanied the early efforts to compile the
Sunnah. Indeed, one can assert that the primary determinant of
these functions lies in the unique characteristics of the
discipline’s formative stage. The nature of the science, its
subject matter, and the problems that called it into existence
were all decisive in directing it toward certain functions over
others. As a result, the formative conditions of the discipline led
to its specialization in the critical function, rather than the
deductive or inferential function. It is also important to highlight
that these foundational functions extend to the methodologies of
authorship and instruction within the field. This is clearly
reflected in the diversity of hadith literature, which includes
concise manuals, comprehensive treatises, versified texts, and
works dedicated to exploring intricate or problematic issues.
This diversity was not incidental; rather, it reflects a conscious
effort by hadith scholars to articulate and reinforce specific
disciplinary functions. The multiplicity of compositional forms
was instrumental in cultivating scholarly competence and
solidifying the technical mastery required for engaging with the
science.
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Keywords: Science of Hadith, functional origins, objectives of
authorship,  epistemic  formation,  critical ~ function,
methodologies of hadith classification
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