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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the methodological framework
employed by Imam Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Ammar al-
Mahdawi (d. 430 AH) in considering Qur’anic readings (qira ‘at)
as a means for deriving legal rulings, viewing him as one of the
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early scholars who embodied a profound methodological
interaction between Qur’anic sciences and the disciplines of
jurisprudence and legal theory (usal al-figh). The research takes
his work Al-Tahsil li-Fawa’id Kitab al-Tafsil al-Jami‘ li- Ulam
al-Tanzil as its analytical foundation, aiming to address the
central question: Did al-Mahdawi develop a distinct and
independent methodology in employing Qur’anic readings for
legal derivation, one that could offer valuable insights for
contemporary juristic and usalz studies? To achieve this aim, the
study is structured around five main axes: first, identifying the
criteria of an accepted reading according to al-Mahdawi; second,
examining his view on the correlation between the non-
canonicity of certain readings and their admissibility in legal
reasoning; third, analyzing his approach to multiple canonical
readings within a single verse; fourth, exploring his method in
weighing a canonical reading against a non-canonical one when
both occur in the same verse; and fifth, uncovering the impact of
multiple readings converging on a single textual locus, whether
leading to one ruling or more. The study adopts both inductive
and analytical methodologies to trace and analyze al-Mahdawi’s
textual positions within their juristic and theoretical contexts.
The findings reveal a clear spirit of intellectual independence
and originality in al-Mahdawi’s reasoning; he did not simply
reproduce the dominant positions within the Maliki tradition, but
rather demonstrated a critical and methodologically
sophisticated engagement that established him as a pioneering
figure in integrating Qur’anic readings into legal derivation. His
approach provides a significant model for enriching
contemporary scholarship in jurisprudence and usal al-figh by
reinforcing the epistemic and methodological linkage between
Qur’anic readings and legal reasoning.

LA DA ¢ Jpnaddl) S 154 fruamdl) (59l pleY) sl LSS
PSSV Dbzl ¢ JgoV) gl
Keywords: Al-Mahdawi, Al-Tahsil li-Fawa'id Kitab al-Tafsil,

Qur’anic Readings, Legal Methodology, Derivation of
Rulings.
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