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Abstract:

The transmission of reports by way of fawdtur (recurrent
transmission) is a common issue discussed in both disciplines of
Usul al-figh and Hadith terminology. Scholars of Usul al-figh
listed a number of conditions for the materialization of tatwatur
and consequently applied this concept with its conditions to a
number of Usuli discussions that are based on the transmission
of reports; including linguistic discussions as well as issues
related to the transmission of the Quran, the Sunnah and Ijma’,
which gave rise of consequent problems. This research thus aims
at presenting and analyzing these problems, exploring the
essence of tawatur and tracing its history in Islamic thought and
its impact on Usuli discussions. The researcher adopted a
descriptive, analytical and critical approach to achieve the
objectives of this research. Results include that tawature, as
defined by Usuli scholars, is a nonindigenous terminology that
can hardly be applied to the transmission of shari‘ah texts.
Moreover, the application of this concept to relevant Usuli
discussion has led to a considerable degree of confusion and
scholarly disagreement over a number of Usu/i maxims and rules
in addition to the shariah rulings based on them. Therefore, the
research calls for reconsidering the discussions that are based on
the concept of tawatur in the light of the findings of this research.
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